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Special Act 15-18, An Act Concerning the Use of Digital Open-Source Textbooks in Higher Education 

 This Act seeks to evaluate and promote the use of open-source textbooks (those available online 

with an open license) at institutions of higher education as a way to reduce costs to students. Pursuant to 

the Act, the Board of Regents and the University of Connecticut will establish pilot programs involving 

faculty and staff at their respective institutions and report back to the legislative committee for higher 

education in 2016. Additionally, a task force that includes the Office of Higher Education will be formed 

to study best practices for open educational resources and incentivize usage, with the first meeting to be 

scheduled by the Executive Director of the Office of Higher Education. The task force will report back to 

the legislative committee for higher education no later than October 1, 2016.  

 

Public Act 15-108, An Act Concerning Teacher Certification Requirements for Shortage Areas, Interstate 

Agreements for Teacher Certification Reciprocity, Minority Teacher Recruitment and Retention and 

Cultural Competency Instruction 

 Among many other changes and updates, this Act requires the Office of Higher Education to, 

within available appropriations, submit a report on the demographics of teacher candidates in teacher 

preparation programs that lead to professional certification offered at institutions of higher education in 

Connecticut. The report will include information on race, ethnicity, gender, etc., as well as the 

recruitment, preparation and retention of minority teachers. The report will be made annually, and 

provided to the State Board of Education and the Higher Education and Employment Committee of the 

General Assembly.  

 In a separate section, the Act also adds cultural competency training to teacher preparation 

programs, including instruction regarding awareness of students’ backgrounds and experiences to assist 

with the foundation of positive relationships between students and educators.  

 

Public Act 15-61, An Act Permitting State Agencies to Establish Electronic Filing Systems for Agency 

Proceedings and Requiring the Waiver of State Agency Electronic Filing and Communication 

Requirements 

 This Act permits agencies, including the Office of Higher Education, to implement, if practicable, 

systems of notification and correspondence via electronic methods, as well as electronic filing systems.  

 

Public Act 15-97, An Act Concerning Students With Dyslexia 

 Pursuant to this Act, teacher preparation programs must include not less than twelve (12) clock 

hours of instruction in detection and recognition of dyslexia, and provide evidence-based structured 

literacy interventions for students.  

 

Public Act 15-142, An Act Improving Data Security and Agency Effectiveness 

 This Act seeks to streamline the protection and sharing of data, including confidential 

information. Accordingly, state contractors must take steps to ensure that personally identifiable data, 

including that of individuals, is secured, and access to such is data is limited to those with specific 

clearance. If necessary, the state Office of Policy and Management can require additional measures to 

uphold this standard. 

 The Act also encourages the sharing of data maintained by various state agencies, including the 

Office of Higher Education. The Office of Policy and Management will develop ways to link and share 

data maintained by such agencies, and will use the program to respond to inquiries from state agencies 

and the public that would ordinarily require individual requests to each agency. The Office of Policy and 

Management will also enter into memoranda of understanding with each state agency regarding the 

sharing of data, and, may act on behalf of an agency when requests are received.  
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 Lastly, all businesses that own or license computerized data that includes personal information 

will offer identity theft protection services to affected parties in the event of an apparent breach.  

 

Public Act 15-200, An Act Concerning the Duties and Authority of the Connecticut Higher Education 

Supplemental Loan Authority 

 This Act expands and clarifies services available to Connecticut borrowers of student loans by the 

Connecticut Education Supplemental Loan Authority (CHESLA). The definition of “borrower” now 

includes an individual with a loan from CHESLA, an individual who attends a Connecticut institution or 

resides in Connecticut, and a parent of an individual who attends a Connecticut institution or resides in 

Connecticut. Additionally, “education loans” are expanded to include student loans generally, and not just 

those offered by CHESLA, for refinancing purposes. Education grants are also included, and bonds can 

be issued.  

 

Public Act 15-162, An Act Concerning A Student Loan Bill of Rights 

 In light of increased concern over student debt, this Act creates a student loan ombudsman’s 

office to address issues arising from lending and servicing of student loans. The office will handle 

complaints made by student loan borrowers, compile and analyze data related to the student loan arena, 

and educate potential and current borrowers about lending and borrowing practices. Further, student loan 

servicers (with some exceptions, including banks and  credit unions, generally) must now be licensed to 

operate in Connecticut, and must follow set standards described in the Act to promote transparency, 

organization and fairness in the student loan servicing industry. The Banking Commissioner is tasked 

with conducting investigations into loan servicing practices where warranted, and may take appropriate 

action regarding the licenses of such entities deemed to have committed violations of the new standards.  

 

Public Act 15-244, An Act Concerning the State Budget for the Biennium Ending June 30, 2017, and 

Making Appropriations Therefor, and Other Provisions Related to Revenue, Deficiency Appropriations 

and Tax Fairness and Economic Development 

 Appropriations specific to the Office of Higher Education for the 2016 and 2017 fiscal years, 

respectively, include: 

 Personal Services   1,800,433 1,800,433 

 Other Expenses    173,987  100,307 

 Minority Advancement Program  2, 188,526 2,188, 526 

 Alternate Route to Certification  97,720  97,720 

 National Service Act    295,904  299,969 

 Minority Teacher Incentive Program 447,806  447,806 

 Governor’s Scholarship   39,638,381 41,023,498 
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